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that they can earn their living only at the desk. The inquirer
has therefore to realize the dignity of labour and seek the main-
tenance of himself and his family in that field.

And there is no reason why his wife should not add to the
family income by utilizing her spare hours. Similarly if the
children are at all able to do any work, they too should be in-
spanned for productive work. The utterly false idea that in-
telligence can be developed only through book-reading should
give place to the truth that the quickest development of the
mind can be achieved by artisan's work being learnt in a scien-
tific manner. True development of the mind commences imme-
diately the apprentice is taught at every step why a particular
manipulation of the hand or a tool is required. The problem of
the unemployment of students can be solved without difficulty,
if they will rank themselves among the common labourers.

As for marriage against one's will all I can say is that stu-
dents should develop sufficient strength of purpose to resist any
marriage that is sought to be forced on them. Students should
learn the art of standing alone and resisting in every legitimate
manner any attempt to force them to do anything against their
will, much more so to marry against their will.

Harijan, 9-1-1937
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FOR STUDENTS
reference to your note entitled "A Student's difficulty *
appearing on page 386 of the H&rijan dated January 9,1937,1 submit the
following in all humility for your kind consideration.
"I feel you have not done justice to the student in question. The
problem defies easy solution. Your reply to his question is vague and
general. You ask students to shake off false notions of dignity and rank
themselves among the common labourers.' All this general talk does
not carry one far and is certainly not worthy of a supremely practical .
man like you.
" Please consider the problem at greater length and offer a detailed,
practical and comprehensive solution with special reference to the
following case:
" I am a student of MA. (Ancient Indian History) in the University
of Lucknow. I am about 21 years of age. I have a love for learning
and want to do as much of it as possible in my lifetime. I am also
inspired by your ideology of life. In about a month's time when the